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{ “A comparison of the John-
sspli administration’s public
j'rcrnarks with the material
‘that has - been published
_from the Pentagon's private

_study of the Vietnam war

discloses a public record
marked by half-truths, care-
:,-I_ul ambiguities, and mislead-
ing and- deceptive state-
‘ments rather than flatfooted
‘untruths, :
What appears at first
-glance to be the grossest
‘misstatement in public fre-
‘quenily turns out, on close
‘examination, to contain a
phrase or word that saves it
from the label “lie)”

"LBJ Shown asTrarty, but

* News Analysis
forecs Taced Willraggressive
Lattack...”

Thus, the last two para-
s graphs, although still avoid-
- ing the full truth, soften the
impact of the first and pat-
_ently false paragraph.
, “Agaln in late Novembér
;'_1,964 the Aministration’s top-
- most cirele,’ “according to
“published material, agreed
l;to‘ adopt a “(lletcrmhmd ac-
“fion program” ained at put-
ting pressure on Hanol and
_‘r_aising South Vietnamese
morale, A draft position
- paper of Nov. 28 charls a
‘two-phase bombing program

For example, on April 1,” as 'a ey element in this

- 1985, according to the pub-, ,1an__possible reprisal

{lished docurnents, President’

i . t the statement I
direct. Bu 7t that began in ¥ebruary.

—to-employ -these . troops’
. support,  of  Vietnamese.

t Johnson secrelly made a
1 3,500 Marines in Vietnam 1o
. shift from a static defense of
f the base at Danang to offen-
' sive actions. This was the be-
: ginning of an offensive com-

: bat role 'for U.S. ground

~troops.

_ The first public hint of
- this change came on June 8§

when a State Department
spokesman said that “Ameri-

“ean forees would he availa-

ble for combat support.”

‘whoe next day, the White

FHouse put out a statement
asserting: - :
«There has been mno '
‘¢hange in the mission of
United States ground com-,
bat units in Vietnam in re-
cent days ov ‘weeks. The;'
Pprosident. has issued 10
order of any kind.in this re- '
gard to Gen. Wwestmoreland
recently or "at any other
time.” el |
i 7his appears to be the lie

‘continued: RERE:
¢ srhe primaty mission of
‘these troops is to secure and’
”safeguard _iraportant mili-
‘tary -installations like the
“airbase at Danang. They
“have the associated: mission
‘of actively patrollifig and se-
curing action in and near
‘the arcas thus safeguarded.”
“If help is requested by
appropriate. Vietnamese
commanders, Gen, West-
moreland also has authorily
within the assigned miﬁﬁ’g‘r
h-

. will be

N3

strikes against North Viet-

. fateful decision, ordering (et Rain and a U.S. readiness to

conduct sustained bombing
against the North.

At a press conference on
Nov. 23, a prescient reporter
asked the President:

«Is expansion of the Viet-
nam war into Laos or North
Vietnam a live possibility at
this point?” )

Mr, Johnson, in 2 lengthy
reply, allowed that his top
advisers were then meeting,
but in the operalive part of
his response said:

“] gnticipale that there
_ no dramatic an-
‘nouncement (emphasis add-
ed) to come out of these
meetings except in the form
of your speculation.”

This was literally {rue but
substantively misleading. No
dramatic announcement was

made but the meetings all .

but scaled the dramatic de-
cision to launch the tfwo-
nhase - bombing program

Administration leaders
rarely made outright mis-
statements about the crucial
everits in the 20 months up
to July 1965 when, as the al-*
ready published Pentagon
documents say, the United:
States entered into an open-
ended commitment and an
Asian land war.

Perhaps Defense Secre-

- tary Robert S. MeNamara’
came as close as any lo com-

. plete falsification in his tes-
\k'&@ﬂbrbR’?r a
?—‘Coreign -Re ﬂ%oﬁ}s@aglg@gl ,-___I pobes

roved For Release 2%04MB}¥AQ7&IA-RDP8'8-O13 R000300380088-6

oo Tu February, 1968, -
‘Wheeler whether in the pe- ‘l

©The Commitles was cx-

B

“ploring the origins of the
_\Tofikin Gulf Resolution, the
authority .on which the
“Johnson regime relied to en-
Javrge the war. Sen. William
" Fulbright (D-Ark), the
chairman, was attempting to
- discover whether the admin-
. istration had decided well in
advance of the August inci-
dents in the Tonkin Gulf to
ask Cengress for a broad
arant of authority. The dia-
logue went like this:
The Chairman: Mr. Seccie-
tary did you see the contin-
geney draft of what hecame
the Southcast Asia resolu-
" tion before it was ready?
Secrelary MceNamara: Mr.
Chairman, I .read in the

newspaper a fow weeks ago

there had been such a con-
tingency draft. I don't be-
“lieve I over saw it ... But I
can’t testify absolutely that
1 didn’t. My memory is not
_clear on that. Co

.1 Execuiive
Commiitee

‘In fact, the Executive
Committee of the National
.Security Council -— which
‘included MeNamara —- had
‘decided after its meetings
on_ May' 24 and 25, 196 to
.seck a Congressional resolu-

tion authorizing “all meas-

~ures” to assist South Viet-
"nam. Thus, McNamara and
the others had approved a
- draft of the Tonkin Gulf res-
 olution nearly ten weeks be-
fore the attack on the Amer-

“ican destroyers in those wa- -

ters. : .
“Yven here, McNamara’s
‘ choice of-words to the Sen-
“ate Committee is artful. lle
says he didn’t believe he
saw the draft and it is con-
celvable that he approved
the substance without read-
ing all the language. Moreco-
ver, he tells the commitlee
that his memory isn't clear
on the crucial point and he
won't “absolutely” deny hav-
ing secn it. - :

At the same hearlng, Gen.
"Farle Wheeler, chairman ot

the Jount Chiefs of Staff, :

skirted perilously close to
untruth, - Whether he

[y Tear—

Chaitman Titbright asked

riod around July 1064 the
military had recommended
extending the war to the
qnorth by bombing or other °
‘means. : .|
_ Gen. Wheeler replied:

«T don’t believe so, Mr. .
; Chajrman. I think {hat the -
“proper answer would be |
;ihat there were certain in- .
_telligence activities (deleted)
i but to the best of my knowl-
edge and helief during that

.. period there was no thought

of extending the war Into-
the North in the scnse of :
our participation in such ac-
tions, activities.” . _
© Then, for the recovd, the |

“Pentagon supplied an inser-
tion: ‘ B
“We have identified no’
‘such recommendafion. A
check of thé records of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff is con-
_tinuing.” X s
In fact, published yecords .

. - ghow, as eatly as Jam. 22,

1964 — six months before
~the period about which Tul- .
' bright was inguiring — the

top brass sent McNamara &

lengthy memo saying: :
“pccordingly, the Joint

Chicfs of Staff consider that |
.the TUnited States must

make ready to conduet in- .

creasingly bolder actlons in |
. Southeast Asia to: :

oY . o h Conduct aeria
bombing of key North Viet-
nam targets, using U.S. re- |
~ sources under. Vietnamese
i cover, and with the Viet- -
i namese openly assuming re-
_ sponsibility for the actions.
4, Commit U.S. forces &s '
necessary in direct actions
against North Vietnam ...”
Wheeler was. stretching :
the truth to say the Chiefs
harbored " “no thought” of
extending the war North.
On the other hand, he could
argue that a proposal “to’
make ready” northward ac-
, tions 1= less than a recom-
J.mendation and that he
equates “thought” with an”
 unqualified proposal. :
The gap between public!
".oratory and private belief is
- strikingly illustrated by Mr. '
Johnson's State of the Union
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